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What is Marine Debris?

“any persistent solid material that is manufactured or
processed and directly or indirectly, intentionally or
unintentionally, disposed of or abandoned into the
marine environment or the Great Lakes.”









Ocean-Based
Commercial and recreational
fishing
Offshore oil and gas
Cargo ships
Abandoned and derelict vessels

Land-Based
Littering

Dumping
Poor waste management
practices

Extreme weather events
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Impacts

Wildlife entanglement

Ingestion and
chemical uptake

Vessel damage and
navigational hazard

Invasive species

Economic loss:
— Tourism
— Recreation
— Fisheries
— Vessel damage

Ghost fishing

Habitat destruction




NOAA Marine Debris Program Overview

Established in 2006 by
Congress as the federal lead
for marine debris

Vision: the global ocean and
its coasts free from the
impacts of marine debris

Mission: to investigate and
prevent the adverse impacts
of marine debris



Marine Debris

Act +
Amendments

* |dentify, determine sources of,
assess, prevent, reduce, and
marine debris
Provide national and regional
Reduce adverse impacts of

lost and discarded fishing gear

Conduct

Address

Save Our Seas
Act

Reauthorizes the Program and
appropriation level of $10M

Emphasizes

Allows MDP to

Establishes and
as official members of the
Interagency Marine Debris
Coordinating Committee




Q

Mam Pillars

+ Research
- Regional Coordination

* Response

« Removal

* Prevention

(@)



DP-funded Projects in the Mid-Atlantic
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- Joint projects with
academia, NOAA partners

Ecological Risk
Assessment

- Exposure/Response
Analysis

- Economic impacts
- Fate and Transport

 Shoreline monitoring and
assessment at over 330
sites



Debris can threaten
navigation, natural
resources, and human
safety

Responded to extreme
weather events

Support, Coordination, and
Guidance during
emergency response

Incident response guides
for Alabama, Florida,
Georgia, Louisiana,
Maryland, Mississippi,
North Carolina, South
Carolina, Texas, Virginia,
and the Pacific Northwest
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Regional Coordination
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Removal

e Community-based marine
debris removal grants

 Grants support removal
projects nationwide

+ Recipients include NGOs and
local governments

* Funded more than 100 removal
projects since 2006, with more
than 8,700 metric tons of
debris removed
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Prince George County:
Trash Removal Project in the Anacostia River Watershed
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* Education

* Turning off the tap

« Create lasting and
measurable behavior
change

Work directly with
students, teachers,
fishermen, restaurants,
and other businesses

School Activities

e Annual art contest
for K-8™" grades

Curriculum,
educational activities,
and teacher
workshops
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Coastal States Stewardship Foundation: Marine Debris Prevention
through Education and Outreach (Joyful Send-off) Campaign
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Trash Free Maryland: Trash Pollution Solutions, A Community-Based
Approach for Baltimore City (CLOSED)
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MDP-Funded National Activities
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Surfrider: Hold on to Your Butt Cigarette Litter
Prevention Project
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Mardi Gras In Mobile (CLOSED)
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Funding: marinedebris.noaa.gov/funding/funding-opportunities
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https://marinedebris.noaa.gov/funding/funding-opportunities

Mid-Atlantic Marine Debris Page: https://marinedebris.noaa.gov/mid-atlantic

Monthly E-Newsletter: marinedebris.noaa.gov/our-work/marine-debris-news
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https://marinedebris.noaa.gov/mid-atlantic
https://marinedebris.noaa.gov/our-work/marine-debris-news

Questions

Christy.Kehoe@noaa.gov



